[Adoptive immune therapy using EBV-specific CTL].
The Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) has been implicated in the etiology of many lymphoid and other malignancies. Understanding of the immune control of the virus appears to be very important to establish strategy to overcome those disease. Recent advance of T cell biology and the culture technic have made it possible to apply adoptive immune transfer of EBV-specific cytotoxic T lymphocytes (CTL) in clinical settings. This review summarizes immunotherapy using EBV-specific CTL for the treatment of EBV-associated lymphoproliferative disorders in patients receiving bone marrow transplantation and for a patient with severe chronic active EBV infection. Its future application is discussed.